
“If You Can!”
Mark 9:14-29

Big Idea: You cannot do the work of God apart from the power of God.

Things that can happen when you try to do the work of God on your own:
• You can get drawn into things that draw you away from focusing on Jesus (14).

• When Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, James, and John, the other disciples 
weren’t the first to see Him return because the other disciples had gotten themselves drawn 
into an argument with the scribes. From further on in the passage, we know that the disciples 
had been unable to cast out a demon that was tormenting a young boy. We can only imagine 
that the scribes had taken this failure of the disciples as an opportunity to attack the credibility 
of Jesus and His disciples. We can imagine them saying, “I thought you were disciples of 
Jesus, and you could do all these things that everyone “claims” He can do? What’s wrong with 
you? Why can’t you heal the boy? The power of Jesus isn’t real!” The disciples bite on the bait 
of the criticism of the scribes, and before they knew what had happened, the disciples were 
occupied in an argument with the enemy rather than alert and waiting for their Master.

• You can get frustrated by being unable to do the work of Jesus (18).
• Why were the disciples being so frustrated that they let the scribes get the best of them? What 

led the disciples to fall into the trap of an arguing match with the scribes that day? Ultimately, 
the problem was that the disciples had failed to do the work of Jesus. The disciples tried to cast 
out the demon that was tormenting the young boy, but they simply weren’t able to accomplish 
on their own what they had so often seen Jesus accomplish when He was with them. In the 
end, their frustration was the result of being unable to do the work of Jesus on their own.

• You can get focused on your inabilities rather than on the ability of Jesus (28).
• Why couldn’t they do the work of Jesus that day? Jesus had sent them out before in teams of 

two, and they had been able to cast out demons. What was different about the day described in 
this passage? Mark 9:28 reveals the critical difference that day, which was that they were 
operating on their own power. The disciples asked Jesus, “Why could we not cast it out?” In the 
language of the New Testament, the disciples question pointed to the disciples problem, which 
was that they were focusing on their ability to cast out the demon rather than on the ability of 
Jesus. Relying on their own abilities inevitable led the disciples to focus on their inabilities when 
it came to doing the work of Jesus.

1. Survey the three things above that can happen — that did happen to the disciples — when 
people try to do the work of God on their own. Have you ever experienced any of these things 
when you were operating on your own power and strength? Share and discuss in your group.

2. When the disciples were caught up in an argument with the scribes, they were the last to see 
Jesus coming back to them. Have you or are you experiencing this problem in your life, being 
caught up in something that’s taken your eyes and focus off of Jesus? Take time to share and to 
pray for one another.

3. When we focus on our abilities in doing God’s work, we’ll always end up focusing on our 
inabilities. Do you agree with this statement? Why or why not? What’s the solution to this 
problem?



Things that are possible through Jesus:
• All things are possible (23).

• The words of Jesus in Mark 9:23 are powerful, and His words are often misunderstood. The first 
response of Jesus to the father of the demon oppressed boy was a somewhat sarcastic 
exclamation: “If you can!” In other words, Jesus was pointing to the fact that if the boy’s father 
really knew who He was — God in flesh — there would be no question of whether or not Jesus 
had the power to heal the demon oppressed boy. The following words are critical to understand. 
Jesus says that “all things are possible for one who believes.” What does this mean? How does 
this apply to our lives today? First, Jesus meant that “all things are possible!” In this statement, 
Jesus doesn’t say that all things are guaranteed. He doesn’t say that all things are even 
probable. He simply says that all things are possible or able. This is an important distinction. 
Jesus meant what He said, and it still means today what it meant then, which is that nothing is 
impossible for God. All things are possible for God. Second, Jesus says that “all things are 
possible for one who believes.” In others words, the power of God intersects with the lives of 
His people through belief or faith. What’s important to keep in mind is that Jesus doesn’t qualify 
the level of faith. Jesus doesn’t saying that all things are possible if you just have enough faith. 
Jesus doesn’t say that all things are possible if you just have more faith. Jesus said that all 
things are possible for the one who simply has faith — true faith. What kind of belief or faith was 
Jesus talking about? Remember, Jesus was talking to a father who was looking to and listening 
to Him, so the point was clear: Jesus was talking about faith in Him!

1. Take time to carefully read through and to discuss the explanation of this verse above.
2. How is this verse sometimes misinterpreted and misapplied?
3. Share what you see as almost impossible situations in the lives of lost people that you know. 

Take time to pray for those people and to affirm that nothing is impossible for God.

Things to do to accomplish the work of God:
• Believe in the power of God (23).

• In verse 23, Jesus called the boy’s father to faith in Him and in His words. The father’s 
response in verse 24 was beautiful! These verses remind us that the words of Jesus and the 
work of Jesus in the lives of people is what God uses to grow a desire for and the reality of true, 
redeeming faith in the hearts of people. The call of this passage was the call for the disciples to 
believe! In order to see the work of God accomplished in the boy’s life, Jesus called on his 
father to believe in Him. In order to see the work of God accomplished through the disciples 
lives, Jesus called on the disciples and illustrated to the disciples about the importance of 
believing in the power of God. God desires that we would believe that all things are possible. 
God desires that we would believe in His unlimited power. Belief in the power of God is 
foundational to accomplishing the work of God in the world that can only be done by His power.

• Pray for the work of God (29).
• How do we best express belief? Jesus stated it clearly and simply in Mark 9:29 when He called 

on His disciples to pray. Prayer is the key that reveals the reality of our dependence on God. 
Prayer is the key that connects our belief in the power of God with our call for His power to be 
at work in the lives of those who need Him. Prayer is the call for every disciple of Jesus, 
because prayer reveals the reality that we believe that God can do all things and that we know 
that we can do nothing apart from His power!

1. Do you believe that all things are possible with God? How would you respond to someone who 
would argue that if that’s true, then why does God allow so many bad things to happen? Why 
has God allowed another famine in Somalia? Why has God allowed a war that’s killed hundreds 
of thousands in Syria. Why has God allowed so much division in the United States? How do we 
as believers, who believe that all things are possible with God, answer questions like these?

2. If the presence and words of Jesus is what led to redeeming faith and the power of God in this 
passage in Mark 9, what is the implication of that for you and for me today in doing God’s work?

3. Pray!


